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the most exotic of all the troops of napoleon s imperial guard were undoubtedly the mamelukes the bodyguard of oriental cavalry which followed
him home after the egyptian expedition of 1798 1801 and remained with his mounted chasseurs regiment throughout the first empire for the first
time in english this book tells the mamelukes story from austerlitz to waterloo quoting from the original nominal rolls and battle casualty returns
the author brings individual members of this extraordinary unit to life his text is illustrated with rare early engravings and paintings and the full
colour plates show the development of the unit s romantic turkish uniforms
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150 years separate two explorers of africa the englishman john hanning speke and south african sihle khumalo speke set out to discover the source
of the nile and khumalo to fi gure out what the hell speke and men like him were after khumalo s 2008 journey to central africa was not without its
challenges first he had to outperform his famous earlier trip and book dark continent my black arse then he elected to travel as before by public
transport only which in practice often meant more transit and less transport giving himself a mere four weeks and propelled by a frank fascination
with the victorian explorers khumalo set out on a six pronged quest aiming inter alia to ferry across lake tanganyika stand on the equator in uganda
bungee jump at the source of the nile or see if any mountain gorillas were forthcoming none were but it was his emotive visit to the memorial centre
at kigali epicentre of the rwandan genocide that brought home elemental questions what is at the heart of africa what makes me an african where
lies my centre heart of africa is the unputdownable account of a journey that seldom went as planned khumalo s unfailing eye for the good the bad
and the amusing in africa his refreshing candour and his sheer cheek make this book every bit as delightful as its forerunner
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